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Stone enlists congressman in 
drive to open JFK probe files 


By KEVIN PHINNEY 

Accused by some of using “JFK” 
to distort history, Oliver Stone has 
found an ally in Congress who may 
help him rewrite the official 
account of President Kennedy’s 
assassination. 

Rep. Lee Hamilton, D-Ind., told 
The Hollywood Reporter on Monday 
that even though he hasn’t seen the 
controversial film yet, he wants to in- 
troduce legislation to release the House 
Assassination Committee’s documents 
pertaining to President Kennedy’s 
murder — now sealed until 2029. 

On Dec. 20, the day Stone’s pro- 
duction opened nationwide, the di- 
rector met in Washington with 


Hamilton, who has asked for the 
materials to be released through let- 
ters and meetings with former com- 
mittee members. 

“It seems to me the bulk of the files 
ought to be released,” said Hamilton. 
“This is an enormously important 
event in American history, and I don’t 
have any theory about who killed 
President Kennedy. I just think the 
American people ought to have a 
chance to make up their minds.” 

Hamilton said he will not take any 
action before meeting with fellow con- 
gressman Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, the 
former chairman of the House Assas- 
sinations Committee who saw Stone’s 
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“JFK” on Sunday. Hamilton expects 
to meet with Stokes when Congress 
reconvenes later this month. 

“I am still trying to get to the 
truth,” said Stone in an interview 
from Hawaii. “A movie is a finite 
thing. But the government has to be 
challenged and prodded, even 
though I have limited powers.” 

Former Robert F. Kennedy aide 
Frank Mankiewicz is backing Stone’s 
call to have the files opened. Man- 
kiewicz was one of those attending 
the Dec. 20 meeting in the nation’s 
capital. He now works as a publicist 
for the PR firm Hill & Knowlton Inc. 
and handles non-entertainment relat- 
ed press for Warner Bros.’ “JFK.” 

Mankiewicz cited a recent Time 
Magazine-CNN poll showing three 
out of four Americans believe there 
was a plot to kill JFK. “That’s a 
healthy sign,” he said. “President 
Bush doesn’t believe there was a con- 
spiracy, but then, he didn’t think 
there was a recession going on, 
either.” 

Hamilton’s interest in releasing 
the files has been a matter of public 
record, the congressman said. 

Stokes still isn’t sure that opening 
the committee’s files will further any 
potential investigation. 

“We reviewed everything in those 
sealed files,” Stokes said Monday, 
“and we found that while Lee Har- 
vey Oswald fired the shots that killed 
the president, we concluded there 
was probably a conspiracy involved. 
But there isn’t anything in those files 
that would change the course of 
history.” 

After watching “JFK,” Stokes 


said, “I felt the filmmakers were able 
to raise some very good questions 
relative to the assassination. But on 
occasions, Mr. Stone was footloose 
and fancy free with historic 
accuracy.” 

Where does the investigation 
stand now? 

Said Stokes: “We asked the Jus- 
tice Department to pursue the leads 
we had developed, but the only thing 
they actually did was to empanel a 
group of scientists to dispute the 
findings of our acoustics experts.” 

The committee’s experts in the late 
1970s found a sound recording of the 
assassination which suggested gun- 
fire had originated from multiple 
points in Dealey Plaza, contradicting 
the Warren Commission’s lone gun- 
man theory. “So what you have,” 
Stokes said, “is one group of scientists 
disputing another.” 

That means the only action taken by 
the Justice Department was to refute 
the most damning evidence against the 
Warren Commission conclusions un- 
covered by the committee. “Yes, it’s a 
little odd,” Stokes said. 

Stone calls his film “a counter- 
myth.” 

“I don’t have all the facts,” he 
admitted, “and have been taken to 
task for that. I would have more 
facts, except that they are sealed. 
The House committee’s files are only 
part of it; there are FBI, CIA files, 
too. I would love to see what the CIA 
gave the committee.” 

Rep. Hamilton said it’s time for 
the public to make up its own mind 
about what happened Nov. 22, 1963. 
“It is not up to me or Congressman 
Stokes to say these documents won’t 
change the course of history. It’s up 
to the American people.” 


